
Jesus Curses the Fig Tree 
Mark 11:12–14 (ESV): 12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 
13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. 
When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he 
said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it.  

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
Mark 11:15–19 (ESV) — 15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and 
began to drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the 
tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not 
allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 And he was teaching them and saying 
to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But 
you have made it a den of robbers.” 18 And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were 
seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his 
teaching. 19 And when evening came they went out of the city. 

Kostenberger/Taylor : “By these actions, Jesus directly challenges the Jewish religious 1

leadership complicit with—and likely benefiting from—this glaring corruption of devotion to 
Israel’s covenant-keeping God. The chief priests, scribes, and leaders of the people desperately 
begin looking for a way to destroy Jesus. Not only had he directly challenged Jewish authority, 
but the Romans needed no excuse to exercise force if there was any civil instability. In contrast, 
the common people love what they are seeing. Jesus is shaking things up and setting things 
right just as the Messiah was expected to do. At the same time, however, by cleansing the 
temple Jesus further seals his death sentence. Those in power will not put up with a challenge 
to their authority on this level. Jesus must die. When evening comes, Jesus and his followers 
leave Jerusalem once again (Mark 11:19; Luke 21:37).”
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